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EXAMINING THE CHOSEN STATUS OF JERUSALEM VIA OLD TESTAMENT 

SCRIPTURE 

Abstract 

Jerusalem has a special status, chosen, similar to, but separate from, the chosen status of 

the tribes of Israel.  It is more than the capital of the united kingdom of Israel or the kingdom of 

Judah, more than the location of biblical events, and more than the site for the Temple.   

Jerusalem is the object of God’s special favor, and His special purpose.  This paper examines the 
special status of Jerusalem, and the mandatory, non-substitutable position of necessity that 

Jerusalem holds.  

The first half of the paper demonstrates that Jerusalem was :  1) in mind as early as 

Abraham;   2) favored above all other places in Israel;  3) chosen for His Name;  and  4) favored 

separate from its selection as the site of the Temple.  The second half of the paper considers 

objections, and demonstrates the necessity of Jerusalem in God’s plan of redemption.   The paper 
concludes with some brief preliminary suggestions on the significance of Jerusalem’s position in 
God’s plan of redemption, for consideration by contemporary Christians. 
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Introduction 

Jerusalem confounds.  The source of endless controversy, flashpoint for conflict, revered 

by three major world religions, “the city of peace” seems to be anything but. The site of so many 

important biblical and historical events, it captures imaginations.   

 

Now that Israel is re-gathered, what, if anything, should a Christian do with respect to 

Jerusalem?  Evangelicals with a high regard for Scripture show special concern and affection for 

the nation of Israel.  This is only prudent, for the Scriptures are clear; the Jews are under 

judgment, but anyone oppressing the Jews are subject to severe wrath.  It is a biblical fact that 

God judges His people, but others may not.  Christians honor God by treating His people with 

respect, even while lovingly acknowledging error with respect to His Son.  But is there more?   

 

God also chose Jerusalem.  Perhaps Christians should give special consideration to 

Jerusalem for its own sake.  A careful examination by Harold Foos reveals that Jerusalem 

appears over 800 times in the Old and New Testaments, not counting references by another 

name.
1
  This makes it of more than just passing importance, and if Jerusalem is important to 

God, then of course it is important to Christians.  If so, Christians ought to have a special 

concern and affection towards Jerusalem in a way that conforms to God’s plan for the ages.  
After all, the Jews are God’s chosen people and the re-gathered nation of Israel, though largely 

apostate, is still the apple of God’s eye and therefore merits special affection and favor from 

Christians.   

 

By drawing comparisons, as well as certain distinctions, the argument for special 

consideration towards Jerusalem can be discerned.  God’s special favor to Jerusalem is first seen 
when God hinted through Abraham and Melchizedek that He had Jerusalem in mind before 

Israel entered the promised land, next by showing God’s favor and special concern for the land 
of Israel and comparing God’s favor for Jerusalem within Israel and Judah, and finally by 
showing the indispensable place that Jerusalem holds in God’s plan for the ages.  Therefore, the 

goal of this paper is to tie together the Scripture showing that God has given special attention and 

favor to Jerusalem, when that favor is separate from Israel, to such an extent that it calls for 

special care and concern by Christians, and how they might respond. 

Assumptions and Limitations 

Jerusalem has many different names in the Bible,  “… such as Zion, Salem, and Ariel.”2
  

This is well documented in many sources, and as such is not truly “an assumption,” but space 

prohibits the development and therefore it is included here nonetheless.  Although Salem is used 

                                                 
1
 Harold D. Foos, “Jerusalem in Prophecy” (PhD diss., Dallas Theological Seminary, 1965), 1. 

 
2
 Randall Price, "Jerusalem in Prophecy," in Popular Encyclopedia of Bible Prophecy, ed. by Tim Lahaye 

and Ed Hindson (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 2004), 163.  See Foos for a more in depth treatment, 16-20. 
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in this paper, Zion and Ariel are not, nor are most references that mention the “holy city,” or “the 
city.”  As such, this paper is just scratching the surface. 

 

Certain limitations must be acknowledged. Space prevents exploring interesting topics in 

further detail, so this paper presents the overview of compelling evidence rather than diving into 

certain details at the cost of leaving out others altogether.  Only past events are considered.   

Abram Told to Move 

In the beginning, God created.  In beginning the nation of Israel, God moved Abram.  

Why?  God could have made Abram a nation within the land of Ur of the Chaldees.  There was 

no particular need to move Abram.  Or if God did not want to displace the Chaldeans, or wanted 

to test Abram’s faithfulness in leaving home, friends, and family, God could have moved Abram 

outside of Ur, but let him choose where.  God did not.  Rather, Abram was directed to leave his 

home, “Get out of your country…” to go to a particular place (Gen 12:1a). 

 

Land in Mind Early 

God told Abram “[go]… to a land that I will show you” (Gen 12:1b).  It was particular 

destination, not just anywhere outside of Ur.  It was special.  (In fact, Jewish tradition has Adam 

and Eve buried in Jerusalem).
3
  Even before it was called Jerusalem, God was at work.  

Archaeology shows that Salem, the early name for Jerusalem, already existed when Abram 

departed Ur.
4
   The importance of that will be developed shortly. Jerusalem’s involvement in 

God’s plan for the ages was underway when He called Abram.  

Isaac Offered at Special Place 

When God again tested Abraham for his faithfulness, He specifically sent him to Mount 

Moriah, or Jerusalem.
5
  God could have directed Abraham to offer Isaac somewhere outside the 

camp, to journey three days away in any direction.  The test would have been the same.  He did 

not.  He sent Abraham to a specific place, because His purpose was not only in Abraham’s 
faithfulness, but also in the place of sacrifice.  There is not room to develop pre-figuring the 

offer of sacrifice of the beloved son of Promise near where God would offer His own son, except 

to say it is not coincidental, and points to a special purpose and consideration for Jerusalem. 

 

                                                 
3
 Lawrence Stager, "Jerusalem as Eden," Biblical Archaeology Review 26, no. 3 (May/June 2000): 37, 

accessed May 30, 2016, PROQUEST Religion. 

 
4
 Merrill F. Unger, Archaeology and the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954), 114. 

 
5
 Flavius Josephus, Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged  transl. by William Whiston (Peabody: 

Hendrickson, 1987).  Antiquities vii.12.332-333.  Logos Bible software.  Foos covers the identification of Moriah 

with Jerusalem in depth, including tradition, locality, and meaning [of Moriah], within the context of Scripture, 56-

64.  See also Benjamin Mazar, Mountain of the Lord: Excavating in Jerusalem (Garden City: Doubleday, 1975), 41. 



4 

Special Concern Before Israel Arrived 

If Jerusalem has a special status and place in God’s heart, separate from His affection for 
Israel, there ought to be examples.  There are.   

 

Melchizedek at Salem [Jerusalem] 

The mysterious personage of Melchizedek garners extensive commentary as both King 

and Priest, and a fore-shadowing/type of Christ.
6
  This mystery often over-shadows that Salem is 

the predecessor to Jerusalem.
7
  Jerusalem, in its earlier state as Salem, was already significant in 

God’s plan and program for the ages, due to its position as city of the first king and first high 

priest of God, before the existence of Israel and before Abram’s call.  God already had His eye 

on Jerusalem. 

Out of Egypt 

When Moses was sent to rescue God’s people out of Egypt, the rescue plan could have 
gone several different ways.  Israel could have conquered Egypt from within and taken over the 

Egyptian Empire.  Would that not have brought glory to God?  The Israelites could have been 

taken out of Egypt, and allowed to pick their own destination.  God could have created the 

conditions necessary for them to prosper.  But that is not what happened.  God’s perfect plan for 
the ages involved sending Israel to a specific and special place, one where God’s heart resides. 

 

Another indicator the land was not chosen at random is that denial of it was a 

manifestation of God’ displeasure.  Unfaithful Israel was punished with vipers, plague, the 

sword, boils, and a lack of rest for forty years.  But they were also punished via the withholding 

of entering God’s blessing, His land. Moses was punished the same way.  He saw the land, but 

did not enter. 

Jerusalem Favored More 

God showed special consideration, purpose, concern, and even affection for the land.  

Jerusalem shares in those. But is Jerusalem favored more than the land?  Yes.  Scripture 

proclaims in straight-forward language, “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the other 
dwelling places of Jacob” (Ps 87:2).  Ezekiel proclaims, “Thus says the Lord God, ‘This is 
Jerusalem; I have set her at the center of the nations, with lands around her’” (NASB 5:5).  

 

Jerusalem Chosen for His Name 

Scripture repeatedly specifies Jerusalem was chosen (1 Kings 8:44,48, 11:13,32,36, 

14:21;  2 Kings 21:7, 23:27;  2 Chron 6:6,34,38, 12:13, 33:7; Neh 1:9; Ps 132:13; Zech 3:2).  

                                                 
6
 Michael Nazir-Ali, "Jerusalem : The Christian Perspective," Evangelical Quarterly 78, no. 3 (July 2006): 

204, accessed  May 23, 2016, PROQUEST Religion. 

 
7
 Josephus, Antiquities iii.3.67-68.   See also Foos, 18-19. 
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Going further, God clearly chose Jerusalem for His Name (1 Kings 11:36; 2 Kings 21:7;  2 

Chron 6:6).  The Lord specifically chose Jerusalem out of all Israel (1 Kings 11:32, 14:21; 2 

Kings 21:7; 2 Chron 6:5-6).  Finally, God waited for Jerusalem through the entire period of 

Judges. The Tabernacle and the Ark were in the land for hundreds of years at Shiloh and Gibeon.  

If God’s presence bestows blessing on a particular place, (a discussion beyond the scope of this 

paper), hundreds of years at Shiloh and Gibeon were not enough to place them ahead of 

Jerusalem.   

 

Plague of David’s Census 

An early instance of David’s sin, the taking of the census by incitement of Satan, was 
concluded with his choice of plague for three days at the hands of God.  The Scripture reports:  

So the Lord sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time.  From 

Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the people died. And when the angel 

stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the 

destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now 
restrain your hand” (2 Samuel 24:15-16a). 

 

This bears close examination.  The King of Israel sinned.  He chose plague for the entire 

kingdom.  God instituted judgment on the entire kingdom, but then spared Jerusalem alone. 

 

Sennacherib’s Invasion  

God miraculously thwarted Sennacherib invasion, yet did not save Judah or its citizens.  

God saved Jerusalem.  “And in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them” (2 Kings 18:13, cf. Isa 

36:1).  These were towns and cities within the land, filled with God’s chosen people. Hezekiah 

and Isaiah prayed to the Lord for deliverance, but unless they waited until the army was outside 

of Jerusalem, unless the other cities did not call out to God, it follows that either the city or the 

people of Jerusalem were granted special protection.  There is no need to wonder however, for 

the Lord gave the reason through Isaiah’s letter to Sennacherib, “For I will defend this city, to 

save it  For my own sake, and for My servant David’s sake” (2 Kings 19:34) (cf Isa 37:35).  

 

Special Affection 

God waxes poetic over Jerusalem, and He leaves no doubts about His feelings: 

For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, 
And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

And her salvation as a lamp that burns. 

The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, 

And all kings your glory. 

You shall be called by a new name, 

Which the mouth of the Lord will name. 

You shall also be a crown of glory 
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In the hand of the Lord, 

And a royal diadem 

In the hand of your God (Isaiah 62:1-3) (italics added). 

Taking Stock 

Jerusalem was chosen, with special favor and status, similar to the Israelites.  The land 

was in God’s mind before He moved Abram.  God established His high priest and king, 

Melchizedek, in Salem (Jerusalem) while Abraham moved about the land. Jerusalem was in 

mind before He sent Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.  After Israel entered the land God waited 

hundreds of years, while the Ark rested elsewhere, before announcing His choice of Jerusalem.  

God spared Jerusalem from righteous judgment when no other place in all Israel was spared the 

plague, and protected Jerusalem from Assyria when the rest of Judah was taken.  He placed 

Jerusalem at the center of the nations, and plainly declared that He loved it more than any other 

dwelling.  If these evidences are compelling, what counter-argument is there? 

Objection: Jerusalem Favored Because of Temple 

This is a strong argument.  A conscious decision was made to limit Scriptural references 

to Jerusalem only, not those indicating the Temple. Nevertheless Jerusalem might only be 

favored insofar as it is (or was planned to be) the site of God’s Holy Temple.  This is important 
to clarify, since the paper is considering a 21

st
 century Christian’s response to a reconstituted 

Israel with no Temple.   

 

Surprisingly, this argument cuts both ways.  The Temple site might have been chosen 

because of Jerusalem.  Nevertheless the burden will be to demonstrate God’s favor regardless of 

the Temple.  Considering Jerusalem independently of the Temple: 

- When God spared Jerusalem from Sennacherib, Hezekiah had already stripped the 

Temple of gold for tribute.  The city was protected and the Temple was not. 

- When God relented in His judgment against Jerusalem due to David’s sin, the Temple 
had not been built.  The favor shown to Jerusalem was independent of the Temple. 

 

Biblical Priority in Return from Exile 

The loss of Jerusalem and the captivity are a significant biblical focus.  The prophecies 

foretelling these events are spread out, but the return from captivity and restoration of Jerusalem 

and the Temple are concentrated primarily in four books.   Ezra is “the spiritual restoration of 
Israel from the exile.”8

  It has three chapters covering the return process, three chapters covering 

the rebuilding of the Temple, and four chapters covering the spiritual restoration of the people.  

Haggai, a short book, coincides with Ezra and its two chapters are concerned with rebuilding the 

Temple.   In the prophetic book Zechariah, six of the 14 chapters are summarized, “God shows 
Zechariah visions of the restoration and blessing of Jerusalem.”9

  Finally, in Nehemiah “Chapters 

                                                 
8
Christopher Cone, Concise Bible Survey:Tracing the Promises of God, (Ft. Worth,TX: Exegetica,2012), 3. 

 
9
 Cone, 144. 
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1-7:4 recount the restoration of the wall of Jerusalem…. [and] Chapters 7:5 – 13:31 recount the 

restoration of the returned exiles’ commitment to God….”10
  Indeed, Nehemiah’s profound grief, 

including weeping, fasting, and pouring his heart out in prayer (see vv. 1:4-11), was over the city 

itself (see v. 2:3), and his request to Artaxerxes was that he be permitted to return to Jerusalem, 

“that I might rebuild it” (1:5b).  His entire purpose for returning was to restore Jerusalem.  The 
Scripture notes that “And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God 
upon me” (2:8).  Thus God intervened in the heart of a pagan king to allow the city and its wall 
to be rebuilt, when the people were already there and the Temple had already been completed.  

Even the remaining chapters, which primarily concern the people, include Nehemiah making 

arrangements for some of the people to leave their family lands and reside in Jerusalem so that it 

would be adequately inhabited (see 11:1-2).  Overall, the wall and the city of Jerusalem itself 

gets nearly as much attention and divine intervention as the people and the Temple, in the 

biblical accounts of the return from exile. 

 

For the Sake of Jerusalem 

God made special provisions throughout time, for the sake of His Name, His servants, 

and Jerusalem. In an astonishing exchange with Jeroboam, the prophet Ahijah speaks for God: 

Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you 

(but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 

Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel).... But I will take 

the kingdom out of his son’s hand and give it to you—ten tribes.  And to his son I will 

give one tribe, that My servant David may always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, 

the city which I have chosen for Myself, to put My name there [all italics added]. So I will 

take you, and you shall reign over all your heart desires, and you shall be king over Israel. 

Then it shall be, if you heed all that I command you, walk in My ways, and do what is 

right in My sight, … then I will be with you and build for you an enduring house, as I 

built for David, and will give Israel to you (1 Kings 11:29-39). 

 

Jeroboam was anointed to rule Israel with an enduring house.  For the sake of David the kingdom 

was not torn from Solomon in his days, and for the sake of Jerusalem Solomon’s son had an 

extra tribe.  The announcement to Jeroboam was actually the second time God had 

communicated this. He foretold it to Solomon before the reign of Rehoboam, in very similar 

language: 

 

Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not kept My 
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom 

away from you and give it to your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for 

the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. However I will 

not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My 

servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen” (1 Kings 11:9-13). 

 

God expressly indicated that He altered the conditions set in motion by the actions of His 

servants, for the sake of Jerusalem.   Jeroboam was so favored, and Solomon so disobedient, that 

                                                 
10

 Cone, 148. 
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God determined to build an enduring house for Jeroboam.  But God altered the equation for the 

sake of Jerusalem.  This is astounding.  And yet, what if this was simply because the Temple was 

in Jerusalem, or due to God’s fierce enduring love for David (to continue his lamp in Jerusalem)? 

 

Necessity of Jerusalem 

The answer lies in Zechariah, after the exile from Jerusalem, when the city had been 

captured and the Temple destroyed. Jerusalem had been cast off.  The prophet reports, “Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: ‘My cities shall again spread out through prosperity; The Lord will again 
comfort Zion, And will again choose Jerusalem’” (Zech 1:17).  Once more he says, “And the 

LORD will take possession of Judah as His inheritance in the Holy Land, and will again choose 

Jerusalem” (Zech 2:12).  The Scripture then shifts from pronouncement to vision: 

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and 

Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him.  And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord 
rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand 

plucked from the fire?  Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing 

before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, 

“Take away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed 
your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes”(Zech 3:1-4). 

 

 Satan is presenting his accusation against Israel, represented by the high priest Joshua, 

who is filthy due to the sins and disobedience of the nation.  He has no way to cleanse himself or 

atone for the sins of the nation, because there is no Temple. In addition, God is uniquely 

identified as “the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem” (v. 2).  Lange explains Satan’s failure: 

Satan’s object is to oppose Joshua. … it seems as if Satan’s work was to dwell upon the 

sins of the high priest and his people, and upon this ground urge their condemnation and 

overthrow.... There is no debate between the parties, but the adversary is at once repelled 

with indignation. Jehovah rebuke thee! Instead of damaging others, he secures his own 

overthrow.…. The other words of the verse show the ground of this failure. It is not at all 

in the innocence of the high priest or the people, but in the gracious purpose of Jehovah. 

He chooses Jerusalem, and that choice must stand.
11

 [bold from original] 

 

Keil and Delitzsch agree: 

Because Jehovah has chosen Jerusalem, and maintains His choice in its integrity… He 

must rebuke Satan, who hopes that his accusation will have the effect of repealing the 

choice of Jerusalem, by deposing the high priest…. This serves to explain how the hope 

that God must rebuke the accuser could be made to rest upon the election of Jerusalem.
12

 

 

                                                 
11 John Peter Lange, Philip Schaff, and Talbot W. Chambers, Zechariah, A Commentary on the Holy 

Scriptures 36, Transl by Talbot W. Chambers, (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1899), 36. 

 
12

 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament vol. 10 (Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson, 1996), 524–526.  Logos Bible software. 
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Klein in New American Commentary sees it the same way: 

 

God’s election of his people serves as the reason for the Lord’s indignant response to 

śātān, who accuses Joshua in v. 1. But the Lord rebukes śātān in v. 2 because of God’s 

relationship to Jerusalem.
13

 

 

Deane in the Pulpit Commentary, and Fausset in his Book of Zechariah, also noted the election 

of Jerusalem in the rebuttal of Satan’s accusation.
14

  F. B. Meyer even sees this verse in context 

of the woman Jerusalem, a vision of electing grace, “Before ever He chose her, He must have 

foreseen all that she would become, her backslidings and rebellions… but, notwithstanding all, 

He set his heart upon her.”15
  Theologians of many stripes and different generations agree on the 

legal necessity of Jerusalem for the Lord to triumph over the rebel Satan’s accusation, not just in 

terms of power, but also in terms of justice.  God does not win on technicalities.  He defeats His 

foe in every arena, from legal to love.  It is no wonder that Meyer takes the same vision and finds 

in it enduring loyal love. 

 

Concluding the Objection 

Based on biblical priority in the return from exile, the city gets nearly equal coverage and 

divine intervention as did the Temple.  Based on the dramatic legal confrontation in heaven, with 

Satan pressing his accusation, the Temple is not a factor in elevating Jerusalem’s importance to 

God.  In fact, Jerusalem is the key to restoring the Temple, and thus paving the way for the 

atonement of the sins of Israel through the Temple sacrifice.  Jerusalem was an indispensable 

part of God’s plan, not reliant on its association with the Israelites or the Temple, but rather the 
other way around.  Israel and the Temple were reliant on Jerusalem, as the chosen city of God, 

for their restoration.  

Objection: Jerusalem is a Personification 

Certainly in the Scripture Jerusalem and indeed many cities are addressed as if they are 

people and personified.  The question is, does this rhetorical device mean there is no separate 

status or role for the city itself?  Yes, Jerusalem is personified, but that does not mean all 

references to Jerusalem refer to the people, or the priests, or the kings.  Personification does not 

require that the object of personification is actually referring to something else.  But it must be 

                                                 
13

 George L. Klein, Zechariah, New American Commentary 21B, ed by E. Ray Clendenen (Nashville, 

TN: B & H Publishing Group, 2008), 136–137. Logos Bible software. 

 
14

W. J. Deane, Zechariah, Pulpit Commentary, ed. H.D.M. Spence-Jones and Joseph S. Exell (London: 

Funk & Wagnalls, 1909), 28. Logos Bible software.  See also A. R. Fausset, “Book of Zechariah”, in Commentary 

Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible vol. 1 (Hillsdale, MI:  S. S. Scranton, 1997), 719.  Logos Bible 

software. 

 
15

 F. B. Meyer, Prophet of Hope: Studies in Zechariah (London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1952), 42. 
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admitted that this often does appear to be the case.  Yet the opposite often appears in Scripture as 

well.  For so many of the instances where “Jerusalem” appears to refer to the people, there are 
nearby verses that refer to “the people of Jerusalem” or “the daughters of Jerusalem” and the 
like.  How can this be sorted through?  If Jerusalem, which is often personified, is to be 

considered addressed as a physical city, there ought to be some instances where it is clearly 

distinguished from the people.  There are multiple instances of this very thing.   

 

Distinguished at the Dedication of the Temple 

The city is distinguished from the people and the Temple by no less than Solomon 

himself, at the formal dedication of the Temple.  In Solomon’s prayer are these words, “and 

when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies 

who led them away captive, and pray to You toward their land which You gave to their fathers, 

the city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name” ( 1 Kings 
8:48).  Careful attention to this verse shows a distinction between (1) the people, (2) the land, (3) 

the city, and (4) the Temple. 

 

Distinguished in the Midst of the Exile 

The book of Lamentations, a heart-breaking read, is full of grief over the city of 

Jerusalem itself.  The poetic narrative makes extensive use of personification, but also refers to 

the city’s physical features in a non-personified way.  What is particularly unique about 

Lamentations however, is that even the personification of Jerusalem cannot refer to the people, 

because the people have been removed.  They are actually with Jeremiah as he writes the lament.  

The narrative moves in and out of personification, but when realizing that the city is empty, the 

personification must apply to the city itself and not its people.  Astonishingly, in this extended 

narrative of profound grief and loss, the Temple only gets two verses (2:6-7).  Chapters 1 and 2 

are so focused on Jerusalem, that they are summarized in the NKJV headers thus: “Jerusalem in 
Affliction” and “God’s Anger with Jerusalem.” 

 

Distinguished in Daniel 

Perhaps the most famous chapter in all the prophetic books, Daniel 9, shows a distinction 

between the people of Israel and the city of Jerusalem.  Similar to Nehemiah, Daniel prays for 

the city, “ “O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be 
turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the 

iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us” (9:16).  
In the answer to his prayer, the prophecy was answered both in terms of the people and the city.  

“Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city” (9:24a).  The arrival of 
Messiah was based on the command to rebuild and restore Jerusalem (not the Temple, and not 

from the return of the people, see v. 25).  The prophecy promised the rebuilding of the wall as 

already discussed in Nehemiah, “The street shall be built again, and the wall” ( v. 25b).  The city 

is prominent in the prophecy, both as a marker and as an object, yet is distinct from the people. 
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Distinguished at Dedication of the Wall 

Nehemiah 12:27-43 recounts a joyous celebration at the dedication of the completed wall 

of Jerusalem.  Two large thanksgiving choirs were stationed to sing at different gates, and the 

Scripture says of them “So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God” (v 40a).  They 
were in the house of God, but not in the Temple.  Additionally, careful purification was 

performed.  “Then the priests and Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, the gates, 

and the wall” (12:30).  The people, and the leadership, and the city are clearly distinguished from 

one another, with the walls of the city receiving very solemn commemoration. 

 

Concluding the Objection 

At the dedication of the Temple, Solomon prominently distinguished between the people, 

the Temple and the city.  During the exile, Jeremiah poured out his heart in poetic grief, more so 

over the empty city than over the people themselves.  Daniel, like Nehemiah, poured out his 

heart in prayer over the city, and received a divine answer which is also the key to all prophetic 

interpretation, which involves the city in multiple regards and which also distinguishes it from 

the people.  Finally, Nehemiah records the purification and dedication of the walls of Jerusalem, 

which was performed and celebrated by the people, the political leaders, and the priests, which 

clearly distinguishes it, while also highlighting its prominence, from its personification as 

intending to represent the people, the political leaders, or the priests. 

Christian Consideration for Jerusalem 

If Israel’s salvation was reliant upon Jerusalem, so was the Christian’s.  Salvation came 

first through the Jews, then to the Gentile church.  Jesus came and brought reconciliation to the 

Gentiles, through the Jewish nation, but that nation at one point in its history could not complete 

the necessary role, even as a passive recipient of God’s grace, without Jerusalem.  Since the 

prophetic fulfillment of Jesus, that no stone will be left unturned, the city has been trampled by 

the Gentiles for twenty centuries.
16

  It was razed by the Romans, scraped like a dish and 

furrowed with a plow.  They eliminated the name, dismantled the city, and built a new colony, 

Aelia Capitolina.
17

  Jerusalem was restored by Emperor Constantine the Great, and his mother 

Queen Helena traveled there around 326, but this did not stop the trampling by Gentile powers.
18

  

Christians controlled the city for two different periods, but Jesus did not come back, and the 

trampling did not stop.  In Revelation Jesus returns to defend a Jewish Jerusalem, so Christians 

in alignment with the Lord will endorse a Jewish Jerusalem.  How strong should the endorsement 

be?  That would be a good debate, if the answer were not already available in Scripture: 

                                                 
16

 Dave Hunt, A Cup of Trembling: Jerusalem and Bible Prophecy  (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1995), 

48-53. 

17
 Paul L Maier, "Not One Stone Left Upon Another: The Catastrophic Fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 

Forever Changed the Face of Judaism and the Fate of Christians in the Holy Land," Christian History And 

Biography 97, (Winter 2008), 11, accessed May 23, 2016, Christian Periodical Index. 

 
18

 Randall Price, Jersualem in Prophecy: God's Stage for the Final Drama (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 

1998), 351. 
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You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent, 

And give Him no rest till He establishes 

And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth (Isaiah 62:7). 

 

Are you a person who makes mention of the Lord?  (This is not just for OT Israelites, clearly).  

Then our command is to forego silence, and to pray like the persistent widow, to the extent that 

we do not give the Lord rest, until He fulfills His pledge. 

 

Conclusion 

This paper set out to draw comparisons and distinctions in order to argue that special 

consideration towards Jerusalem is warranted.  It proposed that God’s special favor to Jerusalem 
was in work before calling Abram, that the rescue of Israel from slavery could have occurred 

elsewhere, that God showed special concern for the land before Israel was there, and that God’s 
high favor for Jerusalem was at times even greater than for Israel and Judah.  It was further 

proposed that Jerusalem is not only favored, but actually occupies an indispensable place in 

God’s plan for the ages.  The goal was to cite Scripture showing that God has given special 

attention and favor to Jerusalem, separate from Israel, to such an extent that it calls for special 

care and concern by Christians, and briefly discuss how they might respond.  The two most 

likely and strongest objections were considered, that Jerusalem is favored because of the Temple, 

and that biblical use of Jerusalem is simply personification.  These objections were addressed 

and answered from multiple viewpoints using the Scripture. 

 

What shall be concluded regarding Jerusalem?  God called Abram to a specific land, and 

Abraham to a specific place to sacrifice Isaac. The Israelites were rescued from Egypt and held 

forty years to settle the land God chose, rather than conquering the land they occupied. God 

waited hundreds of years through the Judges, when His Tabernacle and Ark resided at Shiloh, 

before choosing Jerusalem out of all the cities of Israel.  Jerusalem enjoyed certain special favors 

from God, even in times of the distress for the unified kingdom, or the southern kingdom of 

Judah, such as the halting of the plague of David, and the end of Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah 
outside the walls of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem’s status as God’s chosen city proved to be 
indispensable in refuting the accusation of Satan, and therefore indispensable in the restoration of 

the Temple and the return of the people to favored status.  Therefore for this key part played by 

Jerusalem in God’s plan of salvation, Christians rightly should hold a special care and concern 

for Jerusalem, separate from their care and concern for the Jewish people, to show honor and 

gratitude towards God’s choice and God’s plan.  We are commanded not to be silent, and to pray 

diligently on behalf of Jerusalem. 
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APPENDIX 

Jerusalem Was Chosen 

-  
When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You send them, 

and when they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have chosen and the 

temple which I have built for Your name… (1 Kings 8:44). 

 

- and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of 

their enemies who led them away captive, and pray to You toward their land which 

You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen and the temple which I 

have built for Your name (1 Kings 8:48). 

 

-  
However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for 

the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen (1 

Kings 11:13). 

 

- (but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 

Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel)…  (1 Kings 

11:32). 

 

- And to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may always have a lamp 

before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for Myself, to put My name 

there (1 Kings 11:36). 

 

- And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years 

old when he became king. He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which 

the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. His 

mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess (1 Kings 14:21). 

 

- He even set a carved image of Asherah that he had made, in the house of which the 

LORD had said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever” (2 

Kings 21:7). 

 

- And the LORD said, “I will also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed 
Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of 

which I said, ‘My name shall be there’”  (2 Kings 23:27). 

 

-  
Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to 

be over My people Israel (2 Chron 6:6). 

 

-  
When Your people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, 

and when they pray to You toward this city which You have chosen and the temple 

which I have built for Your name (2 Chron 6:34).  
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-  
and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of 

their captivity, where they have been carried captive, and pray toward their land 

which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and toward the 

temple which I have built for Your name… (2 Chron 6:38). 

 

- Thus King Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Now 

Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king; and he reigned seventeen 

years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, 

to put His name there (2 Chron 12:13). 

 

- He even set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house of God, of 

which God had said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in 

Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name 

forever…”  (2 Chron 33:7). 

 

- but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of 

you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, 

and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name (Neh 

1:9). 

 

- For the LORD has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place… (Ps 

132:13). 

 

-  And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has 

chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”  (Zech 3:2).   

 

Jerusalem Chosen For His Name 

  

- And to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may always have a lamp 

before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for Myself, to put My name 

there (1 Kings 11:36). 

 

- He even set a carved image of Asherah that he had made, in the house of which the 

LORD had said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever…” (2 

Kings 21:7).   

 

- Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to 

be over My people Israel (2 Chron 6:6). 
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The Lord Chose Jerusalem Out Of All Israel 

- (but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 

Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel)… (1 Kings 

11:32). 

 

- And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years 

old when he became king. He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which 

the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. (1 Kings 

14:21).  

 

-  
He even set a carved image of Asherah that he had made, in the house of which the 

LORD had said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever… (2 

Kings 21:7). 

 

-  
Since the day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no 

city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name might be there, 

nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel. 
6 

Yet I have chosen 

Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My 

people Israel (2 Chron 6:5-6). 


